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5.    As regards the question  whether the Public Works, Tele-
graphs*   Forests  and   Geological   services   should be allowed to
count  like other services, all the local   Governments were unani-
mous in their opinion that the : members   of all services should
have the same privileges in respect of counting war service up to
four  years.   The Government of Bihar and  Onssa and Madras
were concerned  only  with  the Public   Works   Department and
Forest Services.    Again with regard to the   question whether any
reduction from the period  of four years  should be made where
members of those  services retired voluntarily  with less than 25
years' service, most of the Local Governments with the exception
of Bihar and  Orissa,  Bombay and Coorg regarded   such a petty
reduction, suggested by the Government of India, as unjustifiable.
But the Central Provinces were of the opinion that this concession
should   be restricted to  those who would retire after 20 years of
service,   and the Bengal Government would restrict  it to those
whose service was not less than the minimum duration of service
for earning a pension under the new rules. The Government of the
United Provinces pointed out that as instances of such retirement
were not many, it was preferable to have one  fixed rule.
6.    The   Government   of  Coorg,   Bihar   and   Orissa   and
Bombay concurred in the views expressed by the Government of
India, that the members of the four services  should be allowed to
count war  service, like other  services,   up to four years, except
that  no war service should count  for a 20 years* pension and the
maximum  should be  reduced   to   3   years,   if   an  officer retired
voluntarily  with less than twenty   years' service.    There was a
similar concurrence of views on the fourth point in the   Secretary
of State's Despatch, namely,   that  the   full  concession   of  four
years should be allowed in cases of invaliding with   less   than  20
years* service.
7.   Subsequently, the Government of India, Finance Depart-
ment in their letter No. F. 224, C. S. R/24 dated New Delhi,   the
7th March, 1927 addressed the Public Service Commission on the
question  of  counting 5 war  service  towards  pension,  enclosing
copies of the relevant papers making a statement of the case, and
asking for their views. The Public Service Commission communi-
cated     their views   on the points raised in the Secretary of State's
despatch.
S, They observed that the members of the Indian Police
Service should be allowed to count towards civil pension all War
service rendered after attaining the minimum age of appoint-
ment up to a maximum of 4 years. It was stated that were it
not for the sake of uniformity, there might be some advantage in
prescribing the average age of appointment, as suggested
by the Government of India, in preference to the minimum
age. The commission recommended that the rule of the minimum